Reorganizing Agriculture at the University of Nevada, Reno
Proposals under Curricular Review

The Proposal:
a) Close the administrative unit known as the College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural Resources as a separate college, resulting in personnel and operating savings.

b) Close the Department of Animal Biotechnology and associated positions and operating expenditures.  This department graduated 24 students with BS degrees and 4 with Masters degrees in academic year 2008-2009.  Three-year average grant awards have been $787,504 of UNR’s $106 million.
c) Close the Department of Resource Economics and associated positions and operating expenditures.  This department graduated 7 students with BS degrees, 3 with masters degrees and 2 with PhD degrees.  Three-year grant awards have been $947,452 of UNR’s $106 million.
· Retain the Center of Economic Development which receives 30% of the Resource Economics department grant awards and serves rural Nevada.
· Make one position whole in the Department of Sociology to sustain the Applied Statistics Program (58 percent of student credit hours in Resource Economics).

d) Merge the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences into the College of Science, retaining Experiment Station and Extension investments.

e) Merge the Department of Nutrition into the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, retaining Experiment Station and Extension investments and reporting to the College of Science.

f) Move the pre-veterinary medicine program and the BS/Vet degree to Biology and/or Biochemistry where the BS/MD programs reside. Relocate the School of Veterinary Medicine to the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.  About half of the students in Animal Biotechnology are in the pre-Veterinary program.
g) Close the meat plant; the education program has closed.

h) Close the Main Station Farm; the primary purpose of the farm is for animal science teaching and research, variety testing, and some compost work which will be closed.  The Valley Road greenhouse facility will remain open in Reno to research renewable energy and alternative crops and the Gund Ranch will remain open to do research on cattle production and range management on Nevada’s vast range resources.
i) Relocate the Nevada Agricultural Experiment Station to the Vice President for Research.

Continuing to Serve Agriculture and Rural Nevada:

a) Continue pre-veterinary education.

b) Continue education of dieticians.

c) Continue molecular plant biology.
d) Continue biomass renewable energy research.

e) Continue research and education in range management, including land, plant ecology, forest and wildlife management, as well as alternative uses of range lands.

f) Continue extension education for farmers and ranchers in range management, livestock management, and alternative crop assessment.

g) Continue 4-H projects related to agriculture and other youth development.

h) Continue the research of the Agricultural Experiment Station.

i) Continue the University Center for Economic Development focused on Nevada rural development.

What Agriculture Loses:

a) Biomedical stem cell research.

b) Animal science research and education (24 graduates in 2008-2009).

c) Agricultural Economics and agribusiness education (7 graduates in 2008-2009).

Constitutional and Land Grant College Issues:

a) The Associate of Public and Land Grant Universities (APLU) has verified that land grant university designation does not require a “College of Agriculture.”
b) The Nevada Constitution establishes a University controlled by the Board of Regents “which shall embrace departments for Agriculture, Mechanic Arts, and Mining.”  As the university still will be involved in agricultural teaching, research and outreach, administrative structures and faculty will embrace agriculture.  
